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Why do you suppose that states devote such dramatically different amounts of their budgets to crime and justice efforts over and above differences in population or crime rates? Elaborate.
Different states devote different dramatical amounts of their budget to justice efforts and crime. Crime and justice efforts have a direct link to law enforcement, police agencies, community supervision, prisons, and jails. Justice efforts are aimed at minimizing criminal levels in a certain state. Therefore different states have different ways of handling crime and justice efforts. States also differ in the period in which criminals are kept in jail. The reason as to why states devote large amounts to justice and crime is in order to maintain law and justice in the state. The large dramatic budgets are used in the construction of police departments, employing street officers, detectives as well as the support staff. 
In your opinion, should there be uniform national guidelines or recommendations that dictate how much money states should allocate for police, court, and corrections functions? Why or why not? It should be evident that you have reflected upon Mears&#39; book.
From my own point of view, there should be set up uniform national guidelines and recommendations which give a clear explanation of how public money should be allocated to courts, police and correction functions. This is to ensure that the public money is not squandered and it is put into appropriate use where it can benefit the state at large. 
This helps in cases where the state is facing economic constraints. Criminal justice bodies must continue operating regardless of the crime and economic trends. In some cases, federal funding can be used, but during scarce resource allocation, criminal justice systems must always be fully catered for. 
Next, as you know, Mears discusses throughout this book how the politicization of crime has driven criminal justice policies to a greater extent than the crime rates warrant. Please provide at least one meaningful suggestion as to how politicization can be taken out of criminal justice policymaking and implementation. Your suggestion should be creative, yet also realistic. It should also be evident that you have an understanding of key aspects and terms from Mears&#39; book.
Politicization can be taken out of criminal justice policymaking and implementation via ensuring that everything is done via democracy in a state. Democracy ensures that all citizens speak to their leaders. Therefore all policies concerning criminal justice reflect the ideas and will of all citizens. Public views and opinions should always be considered keenly in reaching agreements. 
Next, in his book, Mears points out that whenever a parent is incarcerated, he or she often returns back to society less able to provide emotional or financial support to his or her children. Given this magnitude of this problem, in your opinion, what can be done to help children of ex-convicts so that incarceration does not indirectly contribute to more crime? Again, be creative yet also realistic.
Since incarceration is aimed at ensuring public safety, efficiency, safety, and accountability. Parents who have undergone incarceration may become financially and emotionally weak. Therefore, children borne of such parents might end up in crime if not well taken care of due to lack of guidance. These children should be enrolled in different useful learning programs to prevent them from idleness which can lead them to crime. 
Next, in your opinion, is it appropriate for ex-offenders to participate stakeholders in the development of criminal justice policy. Take a position either way and support it.
According to my take, it is necessary for ex-offenders to be involved in the process of developing a criminal justice policy. This is important since it shows a kind of aftercare for the ex-offenders and makes them feel much better welcomed into society. 
Next, after considering the Systems Improvement Solution policy process, in your opinion, what is one of its biggest weaknesses and how can this weakness be overcome? Be specific.
The main weakness in the improvement of the system solution policy is the subsystems that prioritize their own goals before that of the public or the system. This is a call for greater accountability from the government.
Next, please point to one additional aspect of the assigned reading for Week Six that you found to be of interest. Please be sure to point out why this is germane to our understanding of the criminal justice policy.
The different theories which have been explained concerning crime rates and criminal justice system phenomena. These theories are relevant to the subjects because they are a study of the criminal justice organizations and explain more about the systems of justice. 
Finally, please pose a critical thinking question to your peers.
What are the main causes of increased arrest rates, probation, conviction, incarceration, and detention in the current society? 
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